
How to get a Japanese Driver’s License in Kochi 
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1. Get your license translated 
2. Schedule and take an interview 
3. Take a written and driving test  

(Depending on your home country see box below) 

4. Receive your license 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Getting your license translated:  
a. Before you go to the license center, you must get your license translated by: 

 
 
 
 

b. You can visit JAF yourself (3000 yen) or you can send them a photocopy of 
both sides of your home country license along with 3500 yen in a registered 
postal cash envelope. They translate licenses very quickly (20-30 mins) and 
you should receive the necessary documents within a few days. See 
http://www.jaf.or.jp/e/switch.htm for instructions and a link to the application form. 
 

2. Scheduling and taking an interview: 
a. Scheduling the interview:  

Call the Edagawa License Center to schedule an interview: 088-893-1221 
b. You will need to tell them the following over the phone: 

i. Name 
ii. Address 
iii. Phone number 

 
If you don’t speak Japanese, you will need someone to help translate as you 
will have to pick a day that is available over the phone. If you speak enough 
Japanese (JLPT N3 or better) you can get by without an interpreter. Interviews 
are only in the afternoon and may be scheduled a month out from your phone 
call. You will have to complete the interview at least two weeks before you can 
receive your Japanese license so plan ahead. 

Citizens with a license from the following countries are exempt from the written and driving tests: 
Australia, Austria, Belgium, Canada, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 

Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Monaco, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, 
Slovenia, Switzerland, Sweden, South Korea, Spain, Taiwan, United Kingdom, Maryland (US),  

Washington state (US), Hawaii (US)

 

The Japan Automobile Federation (JAF) 
19-28 Kitakubo Kochi-shi Kochi, 780-0088 

TEL: 088-882-0311 
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c. Taking the interview: 
Things to take with you: 

i. Passport 
ii. Proof of residence (住民票 jyuminhyo – from town hall)  
iii. Foreign license 
iv. License translation (from JAF) 
v. Residence card 
vi. International drivers permit 
vii. Interpreter (For people N4 and lower) 

 
*It is recommended that you also bring proof of your residence in the country from 
which you received your license. You must prove you were in the country for at least 
three months after receiving your license. e.g. university ID and transcripts 
(unofficial). 
 

The interview doesn’t take very long; the whole process takes about an hour. 
You will be asked about the following: 

i. The state from which you received your license 
ii. The class of your license 
iii. How you got your license 

• If you went to driving school 
• If you took a driving test 
• If you took a written test 
• The percentage of which you passed the written test 

iv. Proof of your presence in the country for at least three months after 
receiving your license 

v. How many license renewals you have received 
vi. Drinking and driving rules and penalties in your country 
vii. Other various questions regarding your original license process 

 
After the interview, there will be a two week waiting period while your 
documents are checked and processed. After two weeks exactly, call the 
center for further instructions: 088-893-6001 
 

3. Take a written and driving test: 
a. Citizens of countries not listed in the above chart must take the written and 

driving tests. Go to the second floor of the first building to begin. You will 
need to bring close to 5500 yen for the first time you attempt the tests plus 
another 1750 yen for the license if you pass. If you do not pass the driving 
portion of the test but you pass the written portion, you will only have to retake 
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the driving portion. These subsequent attempts are around 3500 yen each not 
including the price of the license. You will receive your license on the day you 
pass the driving test and won’t need to make another trip back. 
 

b. The written portion consists of a small ten question test. You will be given a 
packet with a picture and a description of a certain situation. You have six 
minutes to answer whether you agree or not for all ten questions (true or 
false). This test is very easy. 
 

c. The driving test consists of three premade courses. A pencil will be rolled on 
the day of your test to determine which course you will be taking.  
 

d. Test exempt citizens simply have to go back to the license center to take an 
eye exam, photo, and receive their Japanese license. 
 

e. For both the interview and the tests, you will probably need to set aside the 
whole day. You must take paid vacation (nenkyu) because it is technically 
unrelated to work. On the day of the test there is an easy eye exam and a 
lecture in Japanese. If you are lucky, your office may drive you to the center 
whenever you need to go. However, many people will have to do the trip 
themselves. 

 
4. Receive your license 

a. You will receive your license on the day you pass your exam (Test exempt 
citizens: the day you return after your interview) 
 

b. A photo will be taken for your license on the day you pass the test. (Test 
exempt citizens: the day you go to pick up your license). Don’t wear a light 
blue shirt because that is the color of the background for the picture.  
 

* Everyone returning to the center after their interview must take the following items: 
 

i. International drivers permit 
ii. 1 passport style photo 30mm x 24mm taken within the last 6 months. 
iii. Test taking citizens only: around 7000 yen 
iv. Test exempt citizens only: around 5000 yen 
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Directions to the Edagawa License Center: 
 
https://goo.gl/maps/djNhcLPkrrwzft1x5  
200 Edagawa, Ino-chō, Agawa-gun, Kōchi-ken 781-2120 
〒781-2120 高知県吾川郡いの町枝川 200 
 
From the city, take the tram to Edagawa or the train to JR Edagawa Station, then cross the 
main road.  
From the west, if you are taking the express train, you have to disembark at JR Ino Station, 
then take the tram to Edagawa.  
 
There will be a street off the main road, walk down it and you should see the driving course. 
There will be a big white building next to the course at the back (There’s a large sign in both 
English and Japanese). The interviews are held on the second floor of the building.  
 

 


