
A message to the citizens of Kochi Prefecture 
(https://www.pref.kochi.lg.jp/soshiki/010101/files/2020030300305/file_202043519500_1.pdf) 
 
〇 In the week between March 27th and today (3rd April), there have been 11 new confirmed 
cases within the prefecture.  
 
〇 It is especially concerning to me that there is a growing number of patients who don’t know 
how they contracted the virus. Confirmed cases in Kochi have generally been increasing by one 
person per day, but today there were two new patients who are unsure of how they contracted 
the virus. Taking this into account, there is a high risk of contracting the virus within cities in 
Kochi Prefecture.  
 
〇 With this in mind, I have two requests of Kochi citizens: 
 
1. Until the 12th of April, please limit going out at night as much as possible, especially to places 
that fall under the 3 C’s: Closed spaces with insufficient ventilation, Crowded conditions with 
people, and Conversations in short distance. Please refrain from visiting places where any of 
these conditions are likely. 
 
2. For the time being, please refrain from visiting places with a high number of cases, such as 
Tokyo and Osaka, for business or vacation. 
 
〇 Furthermore, in accordance with the recommendations from a national conference of 
experts, please prepare for schools to reopen on April 7th.  
 
〇 Looking at the current spread of the virus, I want to proceed with the best response possible 
based on the number of cases in the Prefecture. Regarding schools, I request every school to 
make preparations to thoroughly protect against the spread of the virus and anticipate and 
prepare for many different outcomes.  
 
〇 I would like to avoid imposing strict restrictions that will affect citizens’ social lives and work 
activities as much as possible. However, looking at how the virus has been spreading this past 
week, I ask that you would take the above two requests seriously.  
 
〇 As the virus continues to spread across the country, I believe that, with the cooperation of 
Kochi citizens, it is vital we work together to ensure there are no more cluster outbreaks.  
 
〇 I would like to shorten the amount of time it takes for us for things to go back to normal, even 
if only by one day. In order to do that, I ask for your understanding and cooperation. 
 
4th April 2020 Kochi Covid-19 Emergency Headquarters Chief  (Prefectural Governor) Seiji 
Hamada 
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